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AGREED ORDER

On this the 12th day of June, 2003 came on to be considered by the Texas State Board of
Veterinary Medical Examiners (“Board”) the matter of the license of PATRICIA BALLARD,
D.V. M (“Respondent”). Pursuant to Section 801.408, Texas Occupations Code and Board Rule
575.27, an informal conference was held on March 18, 2003. The Respondent attended without
counsel. The Board was represented at the conference by the Board’s Enforcement Committee.

Respondent, without admitting the truth of the findings and conclusions set out in this Agreed
Order, wishes to waive a formal adjudicative hearing and thereby informally dispose of the issues
without a formal adjudication. Respondent agrees to comply with the terms and conditions set
forth in this Order. In waiving an adjudicative hearing, Respondent acknowledges her
understanding of the alleged violations and the adequacy and sufficiency of the notice provided
to her.

Upon the recommendation of the Enforcement Committee and with Respondent’s consent, the
Board makes the following Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law and enters this Agreed
Order as set forth below. '

Findings of Fact

1. On March 18, 2002, Toni Briggs, Carrollton, Texas, presented her 15-year old cat “Rebok” to
Patricia Ballard, D.V.M., Carrollton, Texas, for a rabies vaccination and examination. Ms.
Briggs told Dr. Ballard that “Rebok” was not eating well, and Dr. Ballard suggested blood work.
Ms. Briggs consented to the blood work, but when Dr. Ballard returned with the cat about 40
minutes later, Ms. Briggs noticed that the cat had been given an IV and had been placed under
isoflourane gas. In addition to drawing blood, Dr. Ballard had clipped the cat’s nails and cleaned
his teeth. Dr. Ballard did not charge for the nail clipping and teeth cleaning.

2. Upon leaving the clinic, Dr. Ballard gave Ms. Briggs “Chinese herbs,” joint medicine and cat
food samples for “Rebok.” Ms. Briggs did not sign a consent form accepting the herbs and
acknowledging that holistic medicine is an alternative therapy in veterinary medicine. Dr.
Ballard suggested chiropractic procedures for the cat, but Ms. Briggs declined. Ms. Briggs later
returned the herbs to the clinic for a refund.

3. The alternative therapies consent form used by Dr. Ballard does not meet the Board’s
requirements for chiropractic, acupuncture and holistic medicine.






